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l- 


Dear Sir: •! ! j ; : 

1 i ;; : ; 

In response to the Final Office Action dated June'j9, 2006 ! the above captioned 
matter, please consider thje following amendm^rjt and res • inse: 


i ( 
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:! Cta'm Amendments central mx senter 
1. (Cancelled) _| r anadV SEP 0 8 2006 


RECEIVED 


best! available copv 


2. (Currently amended) A : method com prisin g the steps o 1 


! 

obtaininq a measured fluid 

i [ 

pressure near a fluid filter in a 

engine; ! 



The method of cla i m 1, wh e re i n the va l ue is determining i alue based on engine 
speed, engine load, and fluid temperature; 

comparing the measured fluid pressure to the value, yieJc ? a compa red pressure: 

; I f 

when the com pared pressure exceeds an established valu indicating that a 
potential fluid filter problejh is present . 

'•< : :■ ' 

i; 

'i : : 

i! ; ;' 

3. (Currently amended) Tfie method of claim [M]Z, furtf comprising the step of 


activating at least one tim 
filter problem. 


er based on indication 


of the pr • 2nce of a potential fluid 


4. (Currently amended) The method of claim [fjlj]]2, whei > n the fluid is at least one 
of gasoline, diesel, and oiljj < 

ij ;|; 

5. (Currently amended) Hie method of claim [[jljj]2, whei n the measured fluid 
pressure is taken near an jjjutlet of the filter. . ! 

6. (Currently amended) Tl'ie method of claim [Ijlj]]!, whei ' n the measured fluid 
pressure is taken near an Inlet of the filter. ; \. 

ii ■" F 

;i . i 

l| i 

7. (Cancelled) » 


! 
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i ' i 

8. (Currently amended) Tfjje method of claim [[j7j]]IG, whi lin the measured fluid 

pressure is taken near an outlet of the filter. ' i 

i * • j, • 

9. (Currently amended) Tf!e method of claim [[j^lO, whi iin the measured fluid 

:i : *• 

pressure is taken near an ifnlet of the filter. : ] 


10. (Currently amended) A method comprising lthe steps l ! 


1 : !. 


i ! 

obtaining a measured fluioL pressure near a filtejriin an infa lal combustion, enoinei 


Tho method of claim 7 f wherein the vo l uo is detigrmining^c .. alue that is based on 
engine speed, engine load, and fluid temperatu^j. 

[ | 

determining a difference between the value and the mea< i ed fluid pressure; and 


1 I- 

determining whether to indicate a warning con dition for tl ; filter based on, the, 
difference, 

:T 

! I : 

11. (Currently amended) The method of claim [O7]]10/ fu ier comprising the steps 
of comparing the difference to at least one predeterminec » alue, and activating at 
least one timer based on the difference. ' i 

: i :r 

12. (Currently amended) the method of claim [E7]]1Q, fu : ier comprising the step 
of indicating the warning condition. ; j, 

if. 

13. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[f7]]10, fu . ier comprising the step 
of communicating the warning condition to a ra|dio freque y transmitter for 
transmission to a remote location. 

•' 

1 . i- 

14. (Cancelled) 


ii 
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15. (Currently amended) T"he apparatus of claim [[14]]12 therein the pressure 
sensor Is located in the fluid near at least one ojf 

:i i 


inlet of the filter. 


a dischai s of the filter and an 


1[14]]12 urther comprising a 


16. (Currently amended) ];he apparatus of claim 
display for indicating the warning condition for fl-jfe filter w m the results of the 
comparison exceed an established value. 

17. (Currently amended) An apparatus comprise: 


a pressure sensor arranged and construc ted tol measure 


filter for the fluid of an internal combustion engine, yieldii 


pressure? 


The apparatus of c l aim 1 4 ^ wh e rein the vqI u ch s- 


arranged and constructed' to determine a valud basedon 


j i ressure of a fluid near a 
I a measured_fLuid 


Dosed on, i 


and fluid temperatur e, anifl to compare the valiie|to the nf 
and based on results of thje comparison, to indicate a war 


filter. 


i 


i_engine control module 
i gine speed, engine load, 
»5Mred fluid pressure, 
•ig,conditiop for the 


18. (Currently amended) the apparatus of clai^|[[14]]Jj 

timer arranged to be activated based on the resiilts of th< 

i i 

! • 

19. (Currently amended) the method of claim [[1]]2, wh 
filter problem is at least ohe of an obstruction, [afrestrictfc 
filter. 


urther comprising a 
omparison. 

i iin the potential fluid 
and clogging in the 


20. (Currently amended) jftie method of claim [ 
filter problem causes an imminent loss in engirlc 


1]]2, wh i sin the potential fluid 
jperforn? ce. 


4 


I 
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1 RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

SEP 0 6 2006 


1. In the above-captionied Final Office Action, claims 
indicated as allowable if rewritten in independent for 
matter of all intervening claims. Claims 1, 
rejected under 35 U.S.C.j §103(a) in view oi 
6,397,587). These rejections are traversi 
respectfully requested, | 

I 

i 

I , | 

2. Claim 1 is cancelled, land previously allowable but! 
previously dependent directly therefrom is ameyded to Ii 
claim 1. Therefore, claiijn 2 is allowable, arid claims | 
amended to depend on clsjim 2, are also allowable. 


3. Claim 7 is cancelled, 'and previously allowable but 



, 10, 13, and 17 were 
containing the subject 
14-16, and 18-20 were 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
onsfderation is hereby 


previously dependent dhjectly therefrom is ja 
limitations of claim 7. Therefore, claim 10 is ^1 


mended 
bwable, i 


that are amended to depend on claim 10, are also allowa' 


4. Claim 14 is cancelled, 


and previously alio 


Djected to claim 2 that 
ude all the limitations of 
6, 19, and 20 that are 


jected to claim 10 that 
>ove to include all the 
j claims 8, 9, and 11-13 


previously dependent directly therefrom is 

limitations of claim 14. Therefore, claim 17 is! allowable i \d claims 15, 16, and 18 
that are amended to depelrid on claim 17, are also allowa; I i. 


able but : >jected to claim 17 that 

'mended : i >ove to include all the 

I'- 


J: ! 

5. No new subject matter Is introduced by the; amendri 
The cancellation of claims | 1, 7, and 14 is not arjt. admissi 
their limitations obvious, father, the cancel latipii of dairi 
Applicants' desire to expeditiously proceed andj prosecu 
this application. j 


its to the above claims, 
that Nieuwstadt renders 
1, 7, and 14 reflects the 
the remaining claims in 


l ! : i 

6. Claims 1, 3-9, 11, 12, 14-16, and 18-20 weipe rejecte 
in view of Nieuwstadt et al. Claims 2, 10, and 17 that a 
form are allowable over the teachings of Nieuwstadt be 
teach determining a value that is based on engine sp< 


temperature, as stated inj said claims above. jib 
all claims that depend therefrom, are allowable. 1 

5 , 


under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 
rewritten in independent 
jse Nieuwstadt does not 
\, engine load, and fluid 
ereforej < laims 2, 10, and 17, and 
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7. The above amendment jts necessary because ijt places t 
for allowance and was nok previously entered because t 
the grounds of rejection in.jthe Final Office Actiop 


application in condition 
Examiner first brought 


8. The Examiner is invitee) to contact the undesigned b :elephone or facsimile if 

the Examiner believes that such a communication may a 1 ance the prosecution of 

the present application. jjNotice of allowance] of claims : -6, 8-13, and 15-20 is 
hereby respectfully requested. 

ij 

i; 


Date: September 6, 2006; By: 



Elias P. 3o0pos 
RegistratioJnpNo. 57,3 
Agent for Applicants 
Voice: (708;) 865-41 
Fax: (708j)fe65-347 
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